CHAPTER V

THE NORTH GERMAN CONFEDERATION AND  THE FOUNDING
OF THE  GERMAN  EMPIRE,  1866-187!

THOUGH Treitschke had refused the summons of Bismarck
to Berlin, he accepted, shortly after the conclusion of the
peace with Austria, a professorship at Kiel (October 1866)^
Here for twelve months he preached the gospel of Prussian
supremacy to the Holsteiners, " a people of colossal sloth
and gluttony, of a stupid conceit the like of which I never
saw in any people/' who were so far from being grateful for
annexation that they still spoke and thought of the Germans
as foreigners. In October 1867 he gladly left Kiel for
Heidelberg, to fill the chair of history which had been
vacated by the death of Ludwig Haiisser, the historian of
the War of Liberation. Here he remained till 1874. It was
the happiest period of his life, spent among congenial col-
leagues and enthusiastic audiences. Much of his time was
given to historical studies. He wrote here his studies of
" Bonapartism," " Cavour," and " The United Netherlands."
But his political essays of this time, collected in the two
volumes of Deutsche Kdmpfe, show that his interest in
contemporary German politics never flagged.

One of these essays was devoted to the constitution of
the North German Confederation, which was the work of
Bismarck. This new league, if considered as a step in the
direction of German unity, laboured under one obvious
disadvantage. It was smaller in extent than the old Con-
federation which had been destroyed by the war of 1866;
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